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Dear Families

This week began with one of the most reassuring messages in the Gospel. Jesus tells his
disciples: Do not be afraid... And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. It is a
remarkable image. Jesus reminds us that we are known completely, loved completely, and
never forgotten by God. Yet these words are not spoken when life is easy. They are spoken as
Jesus sends the disciples out into the world. He knows they will face challenges and there will
be moments when they feel uncertain or afraid. But he tells them to go anyway, because the
truth they carry is greater than the difficulties they will face.

That message has stayed with us throughout this week.

We knew at the start of the week that we were facing unusually high temperatures. We also
knew it would require us to adapt, to look after one another and to make sensible changes to
how we worked. But the spirit that underpins our school did not change and our assembly
started with some grumbles, but ended in applause and a true sense of knowing who we are.

At Greyfriars, we believe deeply that education matters. School is where children learn, grow,
belong and flourish. We also know that life will present challenges, and part of education is
learning how to face those challenges with serenity – courage, wisdom, resilience and hope.

This week has reminded me just how strong our community is. Students have adapted
brilliantly, staff have worked tirelessly to make adjustments, and families have been
enormously supportive. We have made use of shade, cooler spaces, changes to the school day
and sensible precautions, whilst recognising that those who are clinically vulnerable needed to
remain safe at home. I am deeply grateful to everyone for the way they have worked together.
Perhaps the greatest lesson this week has been that we do not run away from difficulty. We
meet it together.

Throughout the week, we have continued to celebrate everything that makes Greyfriars such a
joyful place to be. We have looked ahead to our transition events, leavers’ service, Sports Day,
Culture Day and the many opportunities that bring our community together.

Continued on the next page…
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In particular, both the Y13 Celebration evening and the
Leavers’ service were an emotional and remarkable
demonstration of the love and spirit of our community. Ms
McCabe and I had already commented on how wholesome
the event was. All the students were so wonderful and all of
them danced. (The Belfry also said we were by far the best
behaved prom that they had; they had 5 that week!). But, I
was also reminded of the meaning of wholesome by a
student at the leavers’ service; that it was about the whole. It
was wholesome because of the togetherness and unity. I
loved this.

These moments of joy matter because they remind us that challenging times are never the
whole story. They sit alongside friendship, laughter, belonging, hope and unity.

As I walked around school this week, despite the heat, I was struck once again by the
determination, kindness and good humour of our students. They have been remarkable.

This is what the Greyfriars Way looks like.

➢ It is not pretending that things are always easy.

➢ It is looking after one another.

➢ It is embracing challenge with courage.

➢ It is choosing hope and joy.

And, just as Jesus reminded his disciples, it is remembering that we need not be afraid.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support of our school community. I wish you all a
restful weekend and hope that, after a very warm week, you are able to enjoy some slightly
cooler days ahead.

With every blessing for a fresher weekend.

Lyndsey Caldwell

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
Today’s passage is part of the missionary discourse, with which the Teacher prepares the
Apostles for their first experience of proclaiming the Kingdom of God. Jesus persistently
exhorts them to “have no fear”. Fear is one of the most terrible enemies of our Christian
life. Jesus exhorts: “have no fear”, “fear not”. And Jesus describes three tangible
situations that they will find themselves facing. They are like three temptations: to sugar-
coat the Gospel, to water it down; second: persecution; and third: the feeling that God
has left us alone. What matters is frankness, the courage of our witness, our witness of
faith: “recognising Jesus before men” and going forth doing good.

Gospel | Matthew 10:37—42
37 “Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of 
me; anyone who loves their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of 
me. 38 Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of 
me. 39 Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for 
my sake will find it. 40 “Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and 
anyone who welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41 Whoever 
welcomes a prophet as a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and 
whoever welcomes a righteous person as a righteous person will receive a

righteous person’s reward. 42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is 
my disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly not lose their reward.”

Prayer for the Nativity of St. John the Baptist

God of holiness,
you made St John a mighty herald for your Son.

As we celebrate his birth,
help us, by his example and intercession,

to serve you with heartfelt love.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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GENERAL NOTICES

.

Catholic Life | Mr Greer
This week has been a tough one for many, but it's been encouraging to see the communal,
supportive, and resilient spirits around the school. In our KS3 RE classes, we've been preparing for a
public exhibition of artwork called "Through Our Eyes." Our hope is that our stories and testimonies
can help those in power see the ways that transport affects our school's life. We pray for fairer
transport, more affordable prices, and greater access within our city.

Lastly, I'm pleased to announce that our local Catholic community was exceedingly generous to us
when we had our giving mass in April. We raised £2,250 from the mass alone, and we are beyond
thankful to the individuals and charities that pledged their support. Thank you!

Weekly Book Review by Mrs Brett
Looking for a book that grabs you from page one and refuses to let go?
Legend delivers. Set in a future America ruled by a powerful Republic, it
follows June, a military prodigy, and Day, the nation's most wanted
criminal. When their worlds collide, both discover that the truth is far
more dangerous than they imagined.

As many of you know, I am a big fantasy fan, but this book reminded me
why it’s important to venture out of your comfort zone sometimes (even
if it’s not very far out:)). Packed with action, twists, and just the right
amount of rebellion, this dystopian sci-fi adventure is perfect for fans of
The Hunger Games and Divergent. The characters are full of surprises in
the best possible way! A brilliant read that will leave you reaching for the
next book immediately! (and we have all of them in the library!).

I've also had the pleasure of visiting two of our
Year 10 students on work experience this week.
I’d particularly like to commend them for helping
to open the Oxford Dialogue Society's new office
building in City Centre. Our school partners with
the Dialogue Society often, helping to promote
mutual understanding and genuine friendships
across faith traditions. It was fantastic to see our
school represented alongside elected officials,
including MP Annelise Dodds. We look forward to
further opportunities with this society.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for Sixth Form | Ms McCabe
Y13 Celebration Evening
On Tuesday Evening, our Y13 had their Celebration Evening at the Oxford Belfry. The red carpet was
rolled out and the students looked wonderful. The dancing started within 10 minutes of arriving and
didn't stop until the lights went up. It was a brilliant night! A huge thank you to the staff who came
along to dance the night away with us.

Y13 Leavers' Service
We were joined on Thursday by many of the students' families for one final time as we held our
Leavers' Service. There were prayerful reflections, speeches, awards and videos, as well as a few
tears and lots of laughter. I can confidently say that Y13 had a fantastic send-off. I hope they all have
a great summer and we will see them on 13th August for Results' Day.

Y11 Transition Day
We are now looking forward to welcoming our new Y12 as we get ready for our Y11 Transition Day
on Wednesday 1st July. Sixth Form Transition Day marks the first step towards greater
independence as a student. Students will visit lessons and learn about Sixth Form life from current
Y12 students. If any students or parents have any questions about Transition Day, please let me
know.

Monday 29th June | INSET Day 
No Students in School

Please be reminded that there is an INSET Day on Monday 29th June.  
No students are expected in school.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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DT | Mr Thomas
This term our Year 7 students have been working
hard designing their own desk tidy. They have then
then brought these to life in their woodwork class.
You can see a few examples in the photograph.

Well done!

Year 10 Work Experience
Visits | Miss Watkin
This week is was great to feel part of team
Greyfriars when I visited year 10 students
on work experience. I heard how helpful
and hardworking our students had been at
Helen and Douglas house. A wonderful
local charity supporting families through
the most difficult times. The students said
their work experience has been really
informative and has made them think
about how rewarding a career in charity
work can be.

It was joyful to visit shoe zone partly due
to the air contained shop which was a
lovely sanctuary from the sweltering heat
but mainly to see how well our wonderful
students were getting on. It was brilliant
to see the new skills they had learnt and
how their confidence had grown. Donna
the manger pictured below said they were
an absolute pleasure to have and would
welcome them back anytime for a job!

Message for Year 10 | Mr
Weedon
Congratulations to all Year 10 students on
completing their work placements this week. This
valuable experience provides an excellent
opportunity to explore potential career interests,
develop workplace skills, and reflect on whether a
chosen pathway is the right fit. Most importantly, it
encourages students to begin thinking about the
exciting next steps beyond Year 11.

Despite the challenging weather conditions, Year
10 students have represented the school
exceptionally well. Well done to everyone for the
commitment, resilience, and enthusiasm shown
throughout the week.

Have a good weekend.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Library News | Mrs Brett

Come up and grab your detective paperwork. You can work as a team, or on your own. Find the clues,
interrogate the suspect, draw conclusions. Do you have what it takes? Are YOU the best detective/s in
the entire school? Come and find out!

We are also preparing to send you off with some great reads for the Summer (it really isn’t that long
now!). My Y10 Student, Christina, who had her Work Experience week with me, has already designed a
fun Summer Reading BINGO Challenge and created a super poster to promote reading for pleasure
during the break. What a great job she did!

Finally, if you’re interested in running any of our clubs next year, please speak to me before the end of

term. There are plenty to choose from. Similarly, do sign up if you just want to participate.

For a little bit more mystery.. We will not be updating the Championship Leader board this week. It’s

been (understandably) quite slow in the library this week, but I am also hoping that a little uncertainty

might motivate more students to contribute :).
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Have a readful weekend, everyone!

Hello Stellar Story Surfers, It has been quite a week! A tad warm, wouldn’t you say?

This week our main focus is… THE CRIME! It would appear that to celebrate June -
the Crime Reading Month - somebody thought it would be a good idea to steal
something from the library…

Do you see it?! Yes, that’s right - our precious

LEGO King Crown has been taken! We

currently have six suspects and I know from

reliable sources that there are no fewer than

12(!) hidden clues in the library. Can you help

us solve the Mystery of the Missing Crown?

In the next few days, we will also be putting together a refillable
display of recommended reads, so you can choose from any
genres, any formats, any lengths :). As usual, there will be prizes
that you can claim in September, including a book of your
choice, stickers, bookmarks, and some fun mystery gifts.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Message for Year 8 and Year 9 |Mrs Reddy
As the hot weather continues, we would like to commend our Year 8 and Year 9 students for their
positive attitude and commitment to learning. Their resilience, ambition and determination to
succeed have been evident throughout this period of unusually high temperatures.

We are particularly proud of the maturity students have shown by adhering to the reasonable
adjustments put in place to help prevent heat-related illness, including seeking shade during break
and lunchtime. We encourage all students to continue looking after themselves by staying hydrated,
making necessary adjustments to uniform, applying sunscreen where needed, and making use of
shaded areas. Taking these simple steps helps everyone stay safe, healthy and ready to learn. Thank
you for your continued perseverance, responsibility and dedication.

A huge thank you and well done to all our Year 8 and Year 9 students who so willingly supported our
international visitors this term. We welcomed two separate groups during the term, and when school
trips meant that some of our planned student helpers were unavailable, several students stepped
forward at short notice without hesitation.
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Year 8 Year 9

Eve Sahas

Rachael Alexandra

Hannah Eleesha

Dylan Ammarah

Kennedy Lexie K

Kerfala Nedia

Grant Tatiana

Sampson Ali H

Yves Leyna

Alex Sylvia

Students leading the way

Congratulations to all 
students with 100% 

attendance.  

Thank you to the tutors for 
their ongoing support.  

Keep on striving to be a 
better version of yourself.

Have a lovely weekend!

We are incredibly proud of the kindness, confidence and
maturity you showed in representing our school. Your
willingness to help others feel welcome reflects the very
best of our school community. Thank you for your
enthusiasm, flexibility and generosity. You did yourselves
and the school proud once again.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/


Message for Year 7 | Mr Cunningham
Well done to all our students for getting through what has been a long, warm week! It is never easy
keeping focused and energised in the heat, and we have been really impressed with how positively
everyone has coped. You should be proud of yourselves.

A special thank you also goes to our Year 7 students who have given up their time to help out during
Year 6 transition days. Your warmth, patience, and enthusiasm have made a real difference in helping
our new students feel settled and welcome — it has been brilliant to watch.

Just a quick reminder that the Year 7 Rewards Trip is taking place next Friday. Payments are still open
via ParentPay, so please do make sure these are completed in good time to secure your child's place.

7GKE have led the way this week with 268 achievement points, and Ore has had a brilliant week in the
heat with 24 achievement points.

We hope you all have a lovely, relaxing weekend — you've earned it! We 
look forward to seeing everyone bright and ready on Tuesday.
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7GKE 268

7ALW 167

7KR 160

7BN 85

Oreoluwa 24
Tanaka 19

Amelia-Grace 19
Esther 19
Karthik 19
Iliam 17

Madison 17
Jefrin 16
Safah 16

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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National Changes to Free School Meals 
from September 2026

Friends of Greyfriars (PTA)
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

The current transitional protection arrangements for Free School
Meals will end in July 2026. This means that pupils who are
currently receiving FSM will not automatically remain eligible
from September 2026. To continue receiving Free School Meals,
families will need to meet the revised eligibility criteria.

Expanded Eligibility from September 2026
From September 2026, all children living in households that receive Universal Credit will be eligible
for Free School Meals, regardless of household income.

If you believe that your child is eligible for free school meals, please complete the following

Google Form: Free School Meals Registration Form

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScjCIlqtYVAW6KTEJdLfOpmu9N5rL-u5Czqf8oGIqtvhxgEhQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=114880101753819360032
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Astroturf

We will hold some spare boots to lend to students if necessary, however, these are to be returned
at the end of the lesson. This way we can ensure we always have a supply of boots for those
students who forget theirs or are in the process of buying their own.

If anyone has spare Astro shoes that they would like to donate to the school, this would be much
appreciated. These would be used or students to borrow as explained above.

Please remember that your child needs Astroturf trainers
or turf football boots – see the picture adjacent for
examples of the shoes that are permitted.

Students wearing the incorrect footwear will not be
permitted on the Astroturf.

Football boots can be bought for as little as £4.99 via
Sports Direct (Sondico ones).

School Lunch Accounts
Please remember to regularly check your child
has enough funds in their ParentPay lunch
accounts and if this is running low please top up.
Students will be unable to purchase food in the
restaurant if they do not have enough funds in
their account.

Please note that we are a cashless school and
cannot accept cash for lunch payments.

If you are having trouble accessing your
ParentPay account, please contact the school.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Dates for your Diary
29 June | INSET Day – No students in school

1 – 3 July | Year 10 Driving School

1 July | Year 11 into Year 12 Transition Day

2 July | Feast of St Peter and St Paul Mass

2 July | Axiom Maths Trip

3 July | Year 7 Youlbury Trip

3 July | Year 8 – Year 10 TDP Immunisations Catch Up Session

6 July | Year 9 / Year 10 Pilgrimage to St Frideswide’s Well

7 July | Called to Act Trip 

Greyfriars Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars
Catholic School, please email our School Business
Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-
us/vacancies or visit: to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link.

DONATE

Archdiocese of Birmingham 
Vacancies

https://www.birminghamdioces
e.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/

jobs

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/jobs
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Donnington Doorstep Family Centre has reopened 
its free Youth Club for young people in OX4.

We offer a safe, welcoming space with activities, 
support, and a free hot meal each session.

Open Tuesdays & Wednesdays

Please see our poster for parental permission 
details.

PARENTS to COMPLETE FORM

YOUTH CLUB Registration Form – Fill out form 

https://forms.office.com/e/297mk0U3ck

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
YOUTH CLUB Registration Form – Fill out form
https://forms.office.com/e/297mk0U3ck
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