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Dear Families

We began the week reflecting on Jesus’ words: ‘I am the way, the truth and the life.’ In our
assemblies, we considered what it means to follow the right path, to seek truth with honesty and
courage, and to think carefully about the voices we allow to guide us. The Gospel reminds us that
truth is not simply about facts, but about how we live and we must do this in ‘truth’; sometimes,
this can be hard to acknowledge or hear…

A Tuesday start to the week was certainly appreciated, but despite the shorter week, it has been
absolutely full of joy. One of the highlights for me has been the wonderful basketball workshops
led by our basketball coach (and cover supervisor) Mr Roman. Mr Roman is a brilliant coach and a
true basketball enthusiast, and over two days we welcomed Year 5 and Year 6 girls from local
primary schools to train with an England basketball player and our very own basketball legend,
Gabriel Inyang. We also had Year 7 girls supporting and coaching the younger students, which was
fantastic to see. It was such a powerful example of sport bringing people together across our city,
younger and older students learning together, building confidence and encouraging one another. I
was incredibly proud of everyone involved.

This week has also marked the true beginning of exam season, and I have been filled with pride at
the way our students have approached it. In particular, our Year 11 Art students have completed
their practical examination: two long and intense days of sustained creativity and focus. The work
they produced was simply magnificent: paintings, collages and mixed-media pieces of real beauty
and sophistication.

What makes this especially impressive is the depth of knowledge behind the work. These students
have studied artists, techniques and styles in enormous detail and have expressed their
understanding with such creativity and individuality. I cannot wait to see their work displayed
across the school. It is a reminder of the extraordinary human capacity to create beautiful things.

I was also especially proud to see many of those same students, after two demanding days in the
art exam, walking calmly into the hall for our first GCSE written paper: Sociology. That resilience,
commitment and determination says so much about them.

We are now fully geared up for the launch of GCSEs and A Levels next week. There is a real sense
of focus and purpose in school and, I must admit, I love this time of year. There is something
deeply hopeful about seeing young people step up, challenge themselves and begin to realise just
how much they are capable of. Well done to them!

Thank you, as always, for your continued support.

Lyndsey Caldwell
Headteacher

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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WHAT IS GOD’S MESSAGE 
FOR ME THIS WEEK?

Gospel | John 14:1-12

To view the St Edmund and St Frideswide (Greyfriars) parish website please click on the following link: 
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/

Reflection
In John 14:1–12, Jesus comforts his disciples as he prepares for his suffering and death,
encouraging them to trust in God and in him. When Philip asks to see the Father, Jesus
explains that whoever has seen him has seen the Father. This reveals the heart of Christian
faith: God is made visible in Jesus Christ. Unlike earlier figures such as Moses, who acted as
mediators, Jesus is the true and eternal mediator between God and humanity, fully revealing
God’s presence and love.

1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My 
Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I 
am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I 
am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, 
“Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” 6

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the

Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do 
know him and have seen him.” 8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 9

Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone 
who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I 
am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. 
Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, 
whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than 
these, because I am going to the Father.

Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou amongst women

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners,

now and at the hour of our death. 
Amen.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.uk/
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Catholic Life | Mr Greer

school in a few weeks, where they will reflect on what they're called to care for in this world. It's
exciting to see our Year 7s leading others!

We also began our Rosary Services in the Chapel this week. May is dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and
so we give every student the opportunity to learn the rosary and ask for Mary's intercessions. Please
pray for these services and the impact they'll make on students.

reflecting on His creation through
St. Francis's Canticle of Creatures.
We want to give our school a similar
period of stillness, so that they
might grow to be better stewards of
God's creation, and so we are
planning a prayer service based on
the 7 days of creation. Ambassadors
will lead students through
interactive prayers around the
………..

Our Year 7 Catholic Life Ambassadors have been busy preparing activities for the Jubilee Year of St. 
Francis of Assisi. In our Enrichment, we went out to our Prayer Garden, spent time with God, 
…………..

Congratulations!
To Isaac, who was honoured with the prestigious Kevin Durham Memorial Trophy at Friday’s Oxford
United Academy end of season awards. This award is presented to the most promising Oxfordshire
player at Under-15 level and is named in memory of Kevin Durham, a former striker who sadly passed
away in 1991 shortly after helping Barnet gain promotion to the Football League.

Isaac’s award reflects his outstanding development, commitment, and potential—marking him as a
player to watch for the future.

In further positive news, Javari has this week been offered a two-year contract with the Fleetwood
Town International Football Academy, highlighting his continued progress and exciting pathway in
the game.

Well done!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Fundraising Event |
Miss Kenneford
Over the past year, Oxford
Harlequins RFC has teamed up with
Greyfriars Catholic School to create
something really special for its
students. Through this partnership,
young people have enjoyed fun,
high-energy, top-quality coaching
sessions completely free of
charge—helping them build skills,
confidence, and a real love for the
game. The girls’ teams have proudly
worn their own sponsored kit, while
students across the school have
benefited from free equipment and
funded memberships at the club,
opening the door to opportunities
that might otherwise have been out
of reach.

This is why our 24-hour touch rugby
match is such an important cause.
Taking place in an area facing
significant deprivation, the event is
all about breaking down barriers to
participation and making sport
accessible for everyone. We want
to ensure that cost, access, or
opportunity never stand in the way
of a young person getting involved.
By supporting this challenge, you’re
helping us continue this incredible
work—bringing more fun,
opportunity, and community spirit
to the next generation.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Soft Landing | Mrs Swanton
At the end of last week, our soft lading students made some beautiful masks – we are very proud of
the work they are doing – keep it up!

In order of appearance, Mario’s, Ludozio’s, Tommy’s and Lexi’s masks – well done!

Sixth Form News| Ms McCabe
There has been such a purposeful and productive atmosphere in Sixth Form over the last couple of
weeks! My message to students is always about developing independence in their learning and taking
responsibility for their progress. It has been wonderful to see this being 'lived' in Sixth Form, with
students working silently and with real focus throughout our Sixth Form Centre and around school.
We are very proud of them!

Real Estate Work Experience
Three Greyfriars Y12 students travelled to Botley on Thursday to take part in a work experience day
run by CBRE, the global real estate and investment company. Sixth Formers from around the city took
part in the event which included creating a presentation project around a famous brand. Students
had to make decisions about the organisation's headquarters and working environment that were
sustainable and practical for the employees. They also heard from CBRE staff about their career
journeys and gained an insight into different routes into the company from apprenticeships to
degrees. The students said it was a great day and they came away inspired by the world of real
estate. Well done to Seeya, Kaya and Mohib.

Vocation Week
This week students have been learning about vocation and purpose in assembly. For Y12, this also
marks the start of their UCAS or Apprenticeship journey and making plans for their post-18
destination. UCAS has officially opened their 2027 entry and students are able to search for courses
through the UCAS website Similarly, students can start to familiarise themselves with the gov.uk
apprenticeship site to see what kind of apprenticeships are available. Over the next 2 weeks, students
will use form time to research courses and apprenticeships under the guidance of their form tutors.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
https://www.ucas.com/explore/search/courses-beta?query=
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship


Library News | Mrs Brett
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Hello Savvy Story Seekers! Another fantastic week of reading came and went and
we have some very exciting news to share! We are going to have another visit
from the amazing Paterson Joseph! He will be talking to our Y7s and Y8s about his
new book “10 Children Who Changed the World”. If you want to check out the
book before the visit, come up to the library!

It’s now time to hear from our Lego King, it’s been a while, after all😊. This
is what Sahas can do with random pieces and no instructions! Mind
blowing, isn’t it? Naturally, this was built for May the 4th celebrations,
alongside our drawing competition, but (as you can see) we have been
having some fun with it. Can you spot the alien, I wonder…? Speaking of the
competition, come up to the library and draw your best NEW character to
join the Star Wars universe for some fun prizes!

Another fun drawing competition, organised by Young Writers, is to design a
bookmark on the theme of READING or WRITING!

Don’t forget our writing competitions. If you need an incentive, come up to the
library and look through the Stranger Sagas – Beneath the Surface short story
collection, where 20 of them were written by the braver ones of our very
talented students! You all have it in you, I know it – so put that pen to paper and
become published authors too😊. I am also going to display our doodle pictures,
so you can come and vote for your favourite one.

Finally, who is up for more reading for pleasure? It’s very important for all aspects of you as a
person. It improves your vocabulary, comprehension, exam results – but more importantly – it
supports your wellbeing, reduces stress, opens minds, and builds empathy. Additionally, if you
borrow, read, and return a book- be sure to come and tell me all about it, so I can award MANY
ACHIEVEMENT POINTS! Fear not if you don’t know what to get, we have plenty to choose from and
my librarians and I are always happy to recommend a new read to you😊. We have also just had a
deliver – Manga and Carnegies nominated books!

Now for the update!
I will leave you with a
quote that a Y8 student
brought to me and
asked if I could put it
on the library entrance.
It makes me chuckle
every morning.

Happy 

reading, 

everyone!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Year 8 Year 9

Sky Kevin

Emilly R Delight

Gabriela Ayesha

Rachael Emmanniual P

Karina Luciano

Dylan Mazvita

Niall Ivonia

Kristian Tatiana

Crystal Jameilah

Sampson Lexi

Students 
leading the 

way

Congratulations to all students with 100% 
attendance.  

Thank you to the tutors for their ongoing 
support.  

Keep on striving to be a better version of 
yourself.

Message for Year 8 and Year 9
|Mrs Reddy
Thank you to all Year 8 parents and carers who
attended this week’s Parents’ Evening. It was
wonderful to see so many positive and meaningful
conversations taking place about students’ progress,
achievements, and next steps. The partnership
between home and school is essential in supporting
every child’s success, and we sincerely appreciate
your time, engagement, and continued support.

We hope you found the discussions informative and
helpful. If you were unable to attend, please contact
your child’s teachers directly via email to arrange
feedback or discuss any questions you may have.

A special thank you goes to Senhalia, Sienna, Nifemi,
David, and David E (6th Form) for assisting with
refreshments throughout the evening, , Alicia,
Juliette, and Amiyah for warmly welcoming and
guiding families during the event.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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7GKE 318
7ALW 204
7BN 160
7KR 140

Karthik 32
Mario 24
Faaris 21
Esther 21

Oreoluwa 20
Ludozio 20
Tommy 20
Charlie 18

Amelia-Grace 17

Message for Year 7 | Mr
Cunningham

Year 10 students are invited to take part in a
trip to the site of the Battle of Hastings,
where they will explore the battlefield and
develop their understanding of how and why
the battle was fought in 1066. Students will
also study the religious and cultural
significance of Battle Abbey, built to
commemorate the victory of William the
Conqueror. The trip concludes with a visit
to Pevensey Bay, the landing site of the
Norman invasion, bringing the events of
1066 to life. This forms part of the examined
historical environment study.

Interested Year 9 students who have chosen
History should speak to Miss Nash.

We hope that all students and families enjoyed
the long weekend and have returned refreshed
for the weeks ahead. It has been a fantastic start
back at school, and we are especially proud to
celebrate the students who have had their work
published this week. This is a wonderful
achievement and a reflection of the creativity,
effort, and dedication that so many students
continue to show in their learning.

As we move further into the term, we would also
like to remind families of the importance of
strong attendance. Attendance above 95% plays a
vital role in ensuring students make consistent
progress, build confidence in their learning, and
fully benefit from all opportunities available in
school. Every lesson matters, and we greatly
appreciate the continued support from families in
helping students attend regularly and punctually.

Congratulations to
7GKE for topping the
achievement point
table this week, and
well done to those
students leading the
way in their forms!

Have a great weekend!

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Message for KS4 | Mr
Weedon
Year 10 continue to work hard across all
subjects and are showing great
commitment to their studies.

This week, students attended an assembly
focused on careers and next steps,
helping them to begin thinking about
future pathways and opportunities.

Please ensure that your child has secured
a work placement for Work Experience
Week. If you require any support with this
process, please contact the school.

Year 11
We would like to wish all Year 11 students
the very best of luck as we begin the exam
season. Your hard work and dedication
have been commendable, and we are
confident that your efforts will pay off.
Stay focused, believe in yourselves, and
do your best.

It is essential that students are present in
school throughout this month, as revision
sessions will be taking place daily to
support preparation for the exams.

Form Achievement Points
10SA 284
10CT 171
10MJ 170

10JOD 142

Weekly Book Review by Lian
A rather inspirational fairy tale-like book that follows
a dreamer of a shepherd and uses small quaint
adventures to help readers actually see the bigger
picture. It’s rather pleasant for those who are feeling
a little spacey or lost considering it’s nearing the end
of the academic year! Reading it allows a better
grasp on what you wish for as a person or student.
Whether that be from your own whims or dreams,
it’ll vary from person to person for sure but I do
believe it’s worth giving this book a shot.

Overall, it’s simply something nice and guiding to
enjoy while sitting down and pondering over all sorts
of interests.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Astroturf

We will hold some spare boots to lend to students if necessary, however, these are to be returned
at the end of the lesson. This way we can ensure we always have a supply of boots for those
students who forget theirs or are in the process of buying their own.

If anyone has spare Astro shoes that they would like to donate to the school, this would be much
appreciated. These would be used or students to borrow as explained above.

Please remember that your child needs Astroturf trainers
or turf football boots – see the picture adjacent for
examples of the shoes that are permitted.

Students wearing the incorrect footwear will not be
permitted on the Astroturf.

Football boots can be bought for as little as £4.99 via
Sports Direct (Sondico ones).

School Lunch Accounts
Please remember to regularly check your child
has enough funds in their ParentPay lunch
accounts and if this is running low please top up.
Students will be unable to purchase food in the
restaurant if they do not have enough funds in
their account.

Please note that we are a cashless school and
cannot accept cash for lunch payments.

If you are having trouble accessing your
ParentPay account, please contact the school.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
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Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any
of the following:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part VI of Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household earnings must be less than

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).

If you would like to apply, please contact Fiona Easton for an application form via: f.easton@gfcs.uk

Friends of Greyfriars (PTA)
Friends of Greyfriars is an open and important community of parent volunteers working alongside
the school and teachers to benefit the school. It is like a PTA. It is a group that aims to ensure the
best educational and enrichment experience for all its students. Friends of Greyfriars is a reflection
of the school in the wider community.

By joining the Friends of Greyfriars you can help the school to build a far more effective and up-to-
date teaching and learning environment, for the benefit of all its students. Everyone is welcome,
parents, carers, staff, governors, past students, past parents, anyone and everyone who cares
about the school. Please join us and be a Friend.

If you are interested, please contact Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk

5 Ways to Well-being 
Click on the logo to find out more.

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:f.Easton@gfcs.uk
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://wellbeinginfo.org/self-help/wellbeing/5-ways-to-wellbeing/
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Dates for your Diary
11 May | External Exams Begin

13 May | Elevate Programme

13 May | Feast of the Ascension Mass (KS3)

13 – 15 May | Year 9 Careers in Focus Workshops / Trip

14 May | Year 9 Immunisations

18 May | University Church Bach Concert

19 May | Year 9 Human Library Careers Event

20 May | Elevate Programme

25 – 29 May Half Term

Greyfriars Vacancies
If you are interested in joining the team at Greyfriars
Catholic School, please email our School Business
Manager, Sophie Upellini via: s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-
us/vacancies or visit: to view all our current vacancies.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open 

Mon – Fri 8.00am - 8.30am in our restaurant. 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us for breakfast club.  
Breakfast is free.  Start your day with friends and food!  

Donations
If you wish to make a donation to the school please click on the link.

DONATE

Archdiocese of Birmingham 
Vacancies

https://www.birminghamdioces
e.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/

jobs

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
mailto:s.upellini@gfcs.uk
https://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/join-us/vacancies
https://x.com/GreyfriarsOx
https://www.facebook.com/GreyfriarsSchoolOxford
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfYpoHPDZl7ZfNjWDSDXTrQ
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=3653
https://www.instagram.com/greyfriarsoxford/
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/jobs
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Donnington Doorstep Family Centre has reopened 
its free Youth Club for young people in OX4.

We offer a safe, welcoming space with activities, 
support, and a free hot meal each session.

Open Tuesdays & Wednesdays

Please see our poster for parental permission 
details.

PARENTS to COMPLETE FORM

YOUTH CLUB Registration Form – Fill out form 

https://forms.office.com/e/297mk0U3ck

http://www.greyfriarsoxford.org.uk/
YOUTH CLUB Registration Form – Fill out form
https://forms.office.com/e/297mk0U3ck
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